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HSSF CELEBRATES UPGRADES WITH RIBBON CUTTING

n Thursday, Jan. 19, the Hutchins Street Square 
Foundation, in partnership with the City of Lodi and 

the Lodi Chamber of Commerce, held a ribbon cutting to 
celebrate a number of upgrades to Hutchins Street Square. 

In 2016, the Foundation replaced a boiler for the pool at 
Hutchins Street Square. The boiler, which had failed, had 
to be fabricated and then installed in the spring of 2016 to 
re-open the pool. The pool at Hutchins Street Square holds 
considerable value for our community and we, along with 
our partners, the City of Lodi, are committed to keeping it 
operating.

We were also able to collaborate with the city to install Wi-Fi 
throughout Hutchins Street Square. This upgrade presents 
new opportunities and technology for the Square as an added 
attraction for businesses, conferences and special events. 
This is one of the top priorities for potential renters! In fact, 
last year the Wine Bloggers Conference was held at Hutchins 
Street Square to host some of the world’s most well-known 
digital journalists. Live blogging would have been impossible 
without the use of Wi-Fi. 

The largest and most challenging upgrade completed this 
past December was the installation of new carpet for the 
entire Square. We worked with the City of Lodi and WMB 
Architects to obtain a quality carpet that would look great 
and endure the heavy traffic of a bustling community center. 
After two and a half years, the carpet was installed with 
much anticipation by all of those involved with the process. 

We think it looks great and hope that the next time you visit 
Hutchins Street Square, you will notice the upgrade!

These are exciting times at the Square, and we have our 
generous donors and supporters to thank! The Foundation’s 
vision is to perpetuate the Square as the social and cultural 
core of our community. In making improvements at the 
Square, we feel we are ensuring a facility that can be here for 
future generations. 

Foundation Presents Check to City Council
The Hutchins Street Square Foundation presented a 
check for $151,000 to the Lodi City Council on Dec. 21, 
2016. Foundation Chairman Josh Elson gave a brief 
overview of the Foundation’s accomplishments in 2016 
and presented the check at the city council meeting.

Pictured: Lodi Mayor Doug Kuehne accepts check from 
Hutchins Street Square Foundation Chairman Josh Elson 



Outgoing Chairman’s Message
s I write this message for the 
newsletter, I reflect on the last 22 

years that I have served on the Hutchins 
Street Square Foundation Board. It has been 
my privilege to have been the chair of this 
awesome organization for over 15 years, 
and it is time for me to step down. 

The board is blessed with very dedicated and capable folks who 
will guide the Foundation into the future. I have fully enjoyed the 
experience and all the support given to me by the board and 
staff over the years. When I joined the board, it was still in the 
construction phase, and today the Square is the mature, 100 
year-old Crown Jewel of Lodi. We have had much success, and I 
look forward to remaining on the board and supporting the new 
chair. I would like to thank the Hutchins Street Square Foundation 
and our community for your confidence, kindness and 
friendships. The Square has a special place in my heart.

Finally, I would like to encourage our membership to remember 
the vision of a group of community volunteers had over 40 years 
ago. That vision is what we have today at the Square. You can 
support this vision by remaining a member of the Foundation 
and by remembering the Foundation in your estate/financial 
planning. Your Foundation board encourages you to support the 
Hutchins Street Square Foundation Endowment Fund, which will 
sustain the Square for generations to come. We have long 
claimed Hutchins Street Square as the social, cultural and historic 
heart of Lodi. Let’s carry on the dreams and traditions from our 
past into the future. 

For the final time, thank you,

John K. Ledbetter
Hutchins Street Square Foundation
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A Memorials & donations
Hutchins Street Square Foundation receives memorial 

donations to honor community members who have touched 
many other lives...and truly made a difference.

Donations

Bruce and Norma Burlington
The Crete Family Foundation
Lodi Association of Realtors

Joe and Susan Maley Fund of the LCF
Martin and Christi Weybret

Memorials

Phil and Debra Lenser
In Memory of Ralph Wetmore

Phil and Debra Lenser
In Memory of Ells Beckman

Phil and Debra Lenser
In Memory of Lee Rosenau

Phil and Debra Lenser
In Memory of Sheldon Rieger

Memberships

Everett Baer
Nancy Ehlers

Anthony and Betty Ferrara
Margaret Fitch

Earl and Elida Harris
Darrel & Patty Haynes

Judy Maakestad and Bobbi Pohlhammer
Adam & Alyson Mettler Family

Marlene Randles
Corinne Terry

Dennis & Karen Ulmer
Myrna Walker

Letter from New Chairman 
am eager to serve as the chairman 
for the Hutchins Street Square 

Foundation and am happy to report that 
our board recently spent an afternoon 
developing our strategic plan. We 
reviewed outdated information and 
reignited a fire for growth and 

sustainability for the future of Hutchins Street Square. The board 
redefined its mission and vision statements to better focus on 
what our goals for the future are. 

Our updated mission statement:
The Hutchins Street Square Foundation fosters partnerships to 
fund, cultivate and enhance the Square as the vital center of 
community life. 

I
Our updated vision statement:
To perpetuate Hutchins Street Square as the social and cultural 
core of our community. 

I look forward to what my time as chairman will bring and look 
forward to hearing any questions or suggestions you may have 
for the Foundation in the future. 

Please save the date for our Winter Gala on Saturday, Dec. 2. This 
is the Foundation’s Black Tie fundraiser that we host every other 
year. This year’s event will be sure to impress with live music, 
dinner, silent auction, live auction and dancing. 

Josh Elson
Chairman, Hutchins Street Square Foundation



Programs and Events to Remember

Easter Egg Hunt
The Hutchins Street Square Foundation 
is thrilled to be the primary sponsor for 
the fourth annual Easter Egg Hunt at 
Hutchins Street Square! 

The hunt will commence on Saturday, 
April 15, 2017, at 10am sharp in the 
Hutchins Street Square West Park. 
Children ages one to 12 years are 
welcome. Please come out and enjoy 
this family fun at the Square!

For more information, call 
(209) 333-5550, or visit 
www.hutchinsstreetsquare.com.

Music in the Park
Beginning in May, the City of Lodi will 
host Music in the Park the fourth 
Wednesday of each month at Hutchins 
Street Square. 

The concerts are FREE to the public and 
begin at 6pm at the Hutchins Street 
Square West Park. Grab a picnic dinner 
and some blankets or chairs for a fun 
night of entertainment. 

Concerts are set for May 24, June 28, July 
26 and Aug. 23. Call (209) 333-5550 for 
more details, or visit 
www.hutchinsstreetsquare.com. 

Art Hops
The City of Lodi Art Hop is held the first 
Friday of every month and features 
different local artists in their perspective 
mediums. 

At Hutchins Street Square, the Art Hop 
is held in Thomas Theater from 6-8pm 
with appetizers and wine provided by 
the Lodi Arts Foundation, the Lodi Arts 
Commission and the City of Lodi. 

The month of April will feature Linda 
Abbott and her collection of watercolors. 
Check out her work on Friday, April 7, 
from 6-8:30pm.

Save
~ the ~

Date
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Save the Date for the HSSF Winter Gala
Please Save the Date and join us for the premier party to launch the holiday 
season! The Hutchins Street Square Foundation’s Winter Gala returns in 2017 
and will be held on Saturday, Dec. 2, 2017 from 6pm to midnight. 

We will kick off the evening with hors d’oeuvres, cocktails and a silent 
auction. Up next is a gourmet meal provided by Angelina’s and a live auction 
to follow. Once the auction is closed we will put on our dancing shoes and 
enjoy live music from Bay Area band Carte Blanche! 

All funds raised are used at Hutchins Street Square. The event is black tie 
optional. Tickets are $150 per person or $1,200 per table. 



Hutchins Street Square Foundation

CIOPPINO FEED - FEBRUARY 3, 2017
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E-Newsletter to Launch June 2017
tarting in June, the Hutchins 
Street Square Foundation 

will embark on a new path to 
communicate with you—our 
supporters of the Square. Don’t 
worry…we will still send the printed 
quarterly version to your homes, but 
we want to be able to communicate with you monthly about 
news at the Square. 

If you would like to stay up to date on what is new with the 
Foundation, or get updates on the Winter Gala in December 
2017, please send your e-mail address to hssfoundation@gmail.
com or include it with your newly updated membership form. 
Thank you!

Raise Funds for HSSF with Amazon Smile
o you currently shop 
on Amazon.com? Did 

you know that Amazon has 
an incredibly easy program to enroll in called Amazon 
Smile? Amazon donates .5 percent of the price of all eligible 
purchases to the charitable organization of your choice. 

There is no cost to you, nor do you need a separate account. 
Just visit smile.amazon.com and select Hutchins Street 
Square Foundation as your charitable organization. That’s 
all you have to do! Every time you shop, the Foundation will 
benefit from your purchases! 

Foundation News

Board of Directors
Hutchins Street Square 

Foundation

Josh Elson ...............................................................Chairman
Daphne Felde ............................................... Vice-Chairman
Bradley Alderson .....................................................Secretary
Cathy Wetmore .......................................................Treasurer

DIRECTORS

Bob Colarossi
Sam Harper
Jeffrey Kirst
Meghan Lange
John Ledbetter
Josh Newfield
Benae Schmidt

SENIOR ADVISORS

Stewart Adams
Dennis Bennett
Bruce Burlington
Julia Gillespie
Charlene Lange
Chuck Simpson

New Chairman, Board Member and More

fair amount of change came to the HSSF board in 2016. 
After 15 years, Chairman John Ledbetter stepped down 

from his leadership role and will remain an active board 
member. Long-time board member and past Chairman 
Dennis Bennett stepped down from his role as an active 
board member and will now be a senior advisor. 

Replacing John Ledbetter as Chairman is Josh Elson. Josh has 
been an active board member for nine years and is eager 
to fill the role of Foundation Chairman. Josh graduated from 
USC with a degree in civil engineering, with his emphasis 
in environmental engineering. He then earned his Master’s 
in civil engineering from UC Berkeley. Josh is a partner 
and President of Baumbach and Piazza, Inc., a local civil 
engineering and land surveying company. He manages the 
land surveying side of the business and enjoys the time he 
gets to spend outdoors, locating property lines and doing 
construction staking.

Josh joined the Foundation board in 2008. During his tenure, 
the Foundation has had many great accomplishments 
including the reinstatement of the Winter Gala, Field and Fair 
Day, and begun our annual Cioppino Feed tradition. Each 
of these fundraising events helps the Foundation to fund 
many great projects at the Square, including replacing the 
sound system in the theater for an even more exceptional 
experience, replacing the aging pool equipment to help keep 
our pool operating, installing a wireless internet network for 
renters of the facility, and the installation of new carpet.

Josh is married to Amy and has three children: daughter Baker 
(9), and sons Caleb (7) and Elijah (5). Their kids can frequently 
be seen dancing and playing at the Annual Foundation 
Membership Picnic and enjoy the many art, music, and ballet 
classes offered at the Square. 

Replacing Dennis Bennett is Sam Harper. Harper is a graduate 
of Cal Poly and is a project architect at WMB Architects, the 
same company that designed Hutchins Street Square in its 
inception. Harper is married to Becky and has two children, 
Kaitlyn (8) and Logan (5).
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P.O. Box 2278, Lodi, CA, 95241
Onsite Address
125 S. Hutchins St., Lodi, CA, 95240

Hutchins Street Square
Membership Application

Benefits of membership
n Priority access to U.S. Air Force Band Concert in December
n Special recognition in our newsletters
n Home delivery of “The Square News”
n Member Appreciation Picnic in August
n And much more

Member/family name:  

If joint membership, spouse’s name:  

Address:  

City:     State:              ZIP:               

Home phone:         Business phone:               

Please check one
o Family Membership Annual Fee - $125
o Individual Membership Annual Fee - $50
o Individual Seniors (62 and older) Annual Fee - $35
o May we send a membership as a gift?
 (Address of my gift recipient below)

Name:  

Address:  

City:     State:              ZIP:               

Method of payment
Enclosed is a gift of $  

o	Check (Payable to Hutchins Street Square Foundation)
o	VISA  o	MasterCard

 
Credit card number Expiration date

 
Signature

Hutchins Street Square
P.O. Box 2278, Lodi, CA 95241  

www.hutchinsstreetsquare.com office: (209) 366-1222
fax: 209.366.1222 email: hssfoundation@gmail.com

Your contributions to Hutchins Street Square Foundation, a 
501 (c)(3) organization (Tax ID 94-2655990), are tax deductible 
as allowed by law.

The Square News
A publication of the 

Hutchins Street Square Foundation
P.O. Box 2278, Lodi, CA 95241

Onsite address: 125 S. Hutchins St., 
Lodi, CA 95240

Administration .................................... 333-6782
Arts & Culture Division  ........................ 333-5511
Adult Day Care  ....................................369-4443
Box Office  ...........................................333-5550
Camp Hutchins  ....................................334-2267
Foundation Office  ...............................366-1222
Rentals  ..................................... 333-6800 x2404
Swimming Pool  ...................................333-5510
Youth Commission  ....................333-6800 x2424

ENDOWMENT FUND
DONATION FORM

Name:  

Address:  

City:   State:            ZIP:  

Phone:   Email:  

o I would like to make a gift of $   to the LCF – HSS 
Foundation Endowment Fund.

o I would like this gift to be anonymous.

Please make checks payable to “Lodi Community 
Foundation – Hutchins Street Square Foundation 

Endowment” 

Mail to:
P.O. Box 2278, Lodi, CA 95241-2278. 

All gifts are tax-deductible. You will receive an 
acknowledgement letter for tax purposes.


